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WASHINGTON LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES REPORTED  
INCREASE IN CRIME STATEWIDE IN 2020 

 
(Lacey, WA) – Overall crime in Washington State increased in 2020 according to a 
report released this week by the Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs 
(WASPC). The annual report tracks crime and arrest data from contributing law 
enforcement agencies throughout Washington. 
 
The Crime in Washington 2020 report is compiled with data from 233 state, county, 
municipal, and Tribal agencies and is published in conjunction with the FBI, which will 
compile and release national data based upon state reports later this year.  The 
report is designed to give residents, elected officials, and law enforcement data-
driven information about crime in their communities. 
 
The report shows that in 2020 murders were up almost 47% and have increased 
overall 67% since 2016.  Manslaughter went up 100%, fraud increased by 131%, while 
drug and narcotic offenses, and reported hate crimes were down slightly.  The total 
number of commissioned officers statewide was down from 1.24 per thousand to 
1.19 per thousand people.  Washington is ranked 51st out of the 50 states and District 
of Columbia for the number of officers per thousand people. Reported cases of 
officers assaulted was up 6% in 2020 and has increased 67% since 2016. 
 
Facts at a Glance 
 

 The total population for the State of Washington is 7,656,066.  

 There were 302 murders in 2020; this is an increase of 46.6% compared to 206 
murders in 2019. Murders have increased overall 66.9% since 2016.  

 There were 59,134 fraud offenses in 2020; this is an increase of 131.3% 
compared to 25,562 fraud offenses in 2019. The significant increase in fraud activity 
in 2020 was due in part to fraudulent unemployment claims related to the pandemic.  

 A total of 468 hate crime incidents were reported, down slightly from 2019 (a 
decrease of 13.1%). 

 A total of 22,070 persons were arrested for DUI, including 172 juveniles.  

 Drug and narcotic abuse incidents were lower in 2020 (a decrease of 22.7%).  
o There were 8,200 arrests for Drug/Narcotic violations; of that number 4.2% 
were persons under 18 years of age.  

https://waspc.memberclicks.net/assets/CJIS/Crime%20In%20Washington%202020-small.pdf
https://ucr.fbi.gov/crime-in-the-u.s/2019/crime-in-the-u.s.-2019/topic-pages/tables/table-77


o Possessing/concealing of heroin constituted 23.6% of the total drug abuse incidents; the 
distributing/selling of heroin accounted for 3.5% of incidents (type of criminal activity can be 
entered three times in each incident).  

 Full-time commissioned officers totaled 11,231. 

 There was a total of 2,047 assaults on law enforcement officers, this is an increase of 6.2% 
compared to 1,927 assaults in 2019.   

 Two officers were killed in the line of duty, Washington State Trooper Justin Schaffer and Bothell 
Officer Jonathan Shoop.  

 There was a total of 59,289 domestic violence offenses reported; 13,909 of these offenses were 
Violations of Protection or No Contact Orders.  

 Domestic Violence offenses made up 49.7% of all Crimes Against Persons and 2.7% of all Crimes 
Against Property.  

 There were 5,432 sexual offenses (forcible and non-forcible) reported in 2020. There was a total of 
5,432 victims in these incidents: with a total of 5,026 offenders. 

 
### 

WASPC was founded in 1963 and consists of executive and top management personnel from law enforcement 
agencies statewide. With more than 900 members it includes the 39 elected county sheriffs, and 240 police chiefs, 
as well as the Washington State Patrol, the Washington Department of Corrections, and representatives of several 
federal agencies. WASPC is the only association of its kind in the nation combining representatives from local, 
state, tribal, and federal law enforcement into a single body, working toward a common goal. WASPC's function is 
to provide specific materials and services to all law enforcement agencies in the state, members, and non-
members alike.  
 

 


