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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 19, 2026

Statement attributable to:
Steven D. Strachan, Executive Director
Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs

WASHINGTON STATE REMAINS LAST IN NATION IN PER CAPITA POLICE STAFFING

(Lacey, WA) Preliminary data for full-time law enforcement staffing in 2025 in Washington State shows that the per capita rate (officers per thousand population) has fallen further behind.  Washington has ranked 51st in the nation (the fifty states and District of Columbia) for officers per capita for 15 consecutive years.  The Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC) tracks the data for use in state and federal crime rate reports.  The net increase of a total of 68 officers statewide from 2024 to 2025 was offset by the increase in population of 79,400 for a net decrease of rate per 1,000, to 1.37.

“Washington’s chronic lack of law enforcement staffing unfortunately continues in the wrong direction, and we’re not even treading water,” said Steven D. Strachan, executive director. “Too few officers has negative effects on justice for victims, response and investigation of crimes, wellness for officers, and reduces opportunities for de-escalation.”  



	WA only
	Rate per 1,000
	Population
	Officers

	2011
	1.51
	6,815,859
	10,269

	2012
	1.47
	6,880,100
	10,128

	2013
	1.47
	6,954,564
	10,231

	2014
	1.47
	7,037,348
	10,311

	2015
	1.45
	7,163,761
	10,386

	2016
	1.45
	7,258,544
	10,507

	2017
	1.45
	7,377,379
	10,716

	2018
	1.44
	7,507,712
	10,820

	2019
	1.45
	7,588,204
	11,031

	2020
	1.43
	7,663,848
	10,973

	2021
	1.35
	7,705,506
	10,431

	2022
	1.34
	7,755,215
	10,393

	2023
	1.35
	7,777,364
	10,482

	2024
	1.38
	8,035,515
	11,070

	2025
	1.37
	8,114,915
	11,138



 
The full Crime in Washington report for 2025 will be published this summer.

###

Commissioned Officers  - Rate Per 1,000 in Population


2011	2012	2013	2014	2015	2016	2017	2018	2019	2020	2021	2022	2023	2024	2025	1.5066332798257709	1.4720716268658884	1.4711202600191757	1.465182622772101	1.4497971107634662	1.4475354837003123	1.4525483915086916	1.4411847444334571	1.453703669537614	1.4317872692673446	1.3537073360269916	1.3401304799415619	1.3477574149801914	1.38	1.37	
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