WASPC 2011 LEGISLATIVE AGENDA
Critical Incident Planning and Mapping Operating Request: HB 1087 Operating Budget
WASPC has completed the legislatively mandated mapping of all K‐12 schools and continues
to map critical infrastructure. The mapping of new K‐12 schools and their major remodels
are sustained by ongoing funding in the Capital Budget. However, sustaining operating
funding is necessary in order to maintain ongoing program and data operating systems, gen‐
eral system upgrades and maintenance, and program training and support. WASPC re‐
quested $500,000 per year from the Operating Budget for the Critical Incident Planning and
Mapping Program. The program request was fully funded in the final version of the 2011‐13
Operating Budget.
Washington Auto Theft Prevention Authority: HB 1087 Operating Budget
The Washington Auto Theft Prevention Authority is funded by the WATPA Account, which
receives a $10 surcharge per traffic infraction. WATPA approves funding to public agencies
to reduce motor vehicle theft, including multi‐jurisdictional task forces, prosecution, Auto‐
mated License Plate Readers and other equipment, and public education. WASPC sup‐
ported the Governor’s budget maintaining funding for the WATPA at approximately $7 mil‐
lion per year, the amount necessary in order to continue the ongoing and successful work of
the Authority. The final 2011‐13 Operating Budget provides approximately $5.9 million for
the task forces and an additional approximately $3 million from the Account for WASPC and
other law enforcement related programs.



Critical Incident
Planning &
Mapping



WA Auto Theft
Prevention
Authority



Concealed Pistol
License Law to
Comport with
Federal Law

Concealed Pistol License Law to Comport with Federal Law (HB 1923: Enacted)
Washington laws regarding firearm possession and concealed pistol licenses were not
aligned with federal law. This means that a law enforcement agency has been required to
issue a concealed pistol license to a person when the applicant is permitted to possess a
firearm under state law but is not permitted to do so under federal law. WASPC introduced
HB 1923 requiring law enforcement agencies to conduct a background check through the
National Instant Criminal Background Check System to determine an applicant's eligibility
for a concealed pistol license, and if someone is prohibited from possessing a firearm under
federal law he is now prohibited from being issued concealed pistol license under state law.
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Improving Communication between Law Enforcement and Mental Health Systems (SSB
 Protecting Law
5452 Enacted); Triage Facility Expansion (SHB 1170 Enacted)
Enforcement
Crime Prevention
While numerous laws have been enacted to clarify the appropriate sharing of information
Program
between law enforcement and mental health professionals, further clarification will improve
Information
public safety. WASPC introduced legislation that adds additional processes and permissions
for communication and information sharing between law enforcement and corrections
agencies, state hospitals and services providers. Additionally, there is a need for increased
capacity in short‐term evaluation and treatment beds. WASPC also supported legislation
that establishes crisis triage centers to increase mental health evaluation and treatment bed
capacity, particularly for persons brought to a facility pursuant to a police diversion.
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Protecting Law Enforcement Residential and Commercial Crime Prevention Program
provided in this
Information (EHB 1234 and SSB 5244: Not Enacted)
Information gathered as part of law enforcement crime prevention programs regarding resi‐ publication please
contact Joanna
dential and commercial burglar alarm systems and vacation or “home watch” programs are
Arlow, WASPC
often established by local ordinance and are not exempted from public disclosure. The infor‐ Policy Director, at
mation collected pursuant to both types of programs could be used to target residences and (360) 486-2401 or
businesses as victims of burglary or other crimes, such as stalking. WASPC introduced legis‐
jarlow@waspc.org.
lation adding a section to the law enforcement information section of the Public Records Act
under RCW42.56.240 that exempts the personally identifying information collected for
these programs from public disclosure, while maintaining an owner’s right to access his or
her own information. Although the legislation did not pass in 2011, it will be ready for rein‐
troduction for 2012.

WASPC PRIORITY ITEMS
Background check investigations for certified peace officers (SHB 1567: Enacted)
The legislation addressed a lack of clarity in the current law around what constitutes a background check for
peace officer employment by providing that an applicant offered a conditional offer of employment must sub‐
mit to a background investigation, including a check of criminal history and a polygraph examination, conducted
by the offering agency. The results of the background investigation is to be used to determine the applicant's
suitability.
Registered Sex Offender Laws—WASPC and Sex Offender Policy Board Recommendations (SSB 5203: Enacted)
This legislation deleted outdated references and mandates related to the sex offender website in light of the
new SONAR program, added needed definitions including “fixed residence,” and made minor modifications to
failure to register provisions, relief of registration, and notification by law enforcement to schools regarding ju‐
venile sex offenders.
Omnibus Gang Legislation (HB 1126: Not Enacted)
The State Attorney General introduced legislation to combat the continuing problem of gang activity throughout
the State. The Legislation would have: established a grant program for gang prevention and intervention pro‐
grams; modified terms of community custody, eligibility for a juvenile deferred disposition, and the offenses of
criminal gang intimidation and criminal street gang graffiti; created special allegation procedures and a sentenc‐
ing enhancement for criminal street gang‐related offenses; authorized a nuisance abatement action for prop‐
erty; permitted county prosecutors and municipal attorneys to seek a protection order against a criminal street
gang associate or member; and required a hospital to report to law enforcement any bullet wound, gunshot
wound, or stab wound.
Public Disclosure Law Improvements (Various bills)
Multiple bills were introduced addressing ongoing issues related to public disclosure and the workload of re‐
sponding to requests which can be frivolous or over‐burdensome.
Public Disclosure Legislation Enacted
*HB 1037 Places limitations on a correctional inmate's ability to bring certain court actions without paying filing
fees if the inmate has had three previous actions dismissed on the grounds that the actions were frivolous or
malicious.
*HB 1899 Public records violation penalties are revised slightly downward to $0‐100/day.
*SB 5025 Unless an agency acted in bad faith in denying a public records request, penalties may not be awarded
to a person who was serving a criminal sentence in a state, local, or privately operated correctional facility on
the date the public records request was made.
Public Disclosure Legislation that Did Not Pass
*HB 1300/SB 5088 recovering costs of production
*HB 1044 Office of Open Records
*HB 1299/SB 5089 conferences for disputes
* SB 5099 enjoining inmate requests (jail)
*HB 1139/SB5062 notice to agency of error dispute /cure *SB 5007 criminal justice employee voter registration
*SB 5022 statute of limitations under RCW 42.56.560

