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1 RCW 5.60.060 (8) A domestic violence advocate may not, without the consent of the victim, be examined as to any 
communication between the victim and the domestic violence advocate.  RCW 70.123.076 (1) . . . , a domestic 
violence program, an individual who assists a domestic violence program in the delivery of services, or an agent, 
employee, or volunteer of a domestic violence program shall not disclose information about a recipient of shelter, 
advocacy, or counseling services without the informed authorization of the recipient. 
 
2 See Appendix A, the DRAFT MODEL POLICY, Law Enforcement Investigations Involving Missing People and 
Community Based Domestic Violence Programs,  Washington Association of Sheriffs and Police Chiefs &  
The Washington State Coalition Against Domestic Violence, May, 2009. This draft policy establishes guidelines for 
investigating missing persons who may be victims of domestic violence and who may be interacting with community 
based domestic violence programs. 
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3 Personally Identifying Information: 
“The term “personally identifying information” or “personal information” means individually identifying 
information for or about an individual including information likely to disclose the location of a victim of 
domestic violence, dating violence, sexual assault, or stalking, including 

(A) a first and last name; 
(B) a home or other physical address; 
(C) contact information (including a postal, e-mail or Internet protocol address, or telephone or facsimile 
number); 
(D) a social security number; and 
(E) any other information, including date of birth, racial or ethnic background, or religious affiliation, that, 
in combination with any of subparagraphs (A) through (D), would serve to identify any individual.” 
The Violence Against Women and Department of Justice Reauthorization Act of 2005, Public Law 109-
162’ Sec. 3(a)(18) 
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4 For additional information about the Vulnerable Adult statute and advocacy strategies, “Basic Legal Advocacy Information 
and Legal Requirements for Accessibility, Chapter 5, pgs. 3-6, Enough and yet not Enough, An educational resource manual on 
Domestic Violence Advocacy for Persons with Disabilities in Washington State, revised 2003,” Washington State Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence, Principal Author: Cathy Hoog,  http://www.wscadv.org/resourcesPublications.cfm browse by topic 
under “Disability.” 
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1 RCW 26.50.010 (1) "Domestic violence" means: (a) Physical harm, bodily injury, assault, or the infliction of fear of 
imminent physical harm, bodily injury or assault, between family or household members; (b) sexual assault of one 
family or household member by another; or (c) stalking as defined in RCW 9A.46.110 of one family or household 
member by another family or household member) WAC 388-61A-0025 "Domestic violence" includes, but is not 
limited to, the criminal offenses defined in RCW 10.99.020 when committed by one cohabitant against another. 
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